Religiis LOYALTY, hy 


OR 


DLD ALLEGIANCE 


TO THE 


NEW KING. 


ERMON, 


Preached 


On the Eighth of February 1684. (It being the Fidt Sunday 


after our moſt Dread SOVEREIGN 7 4 MES the Second 
_ _ to the Crown) in the Pariſh Church af er lingo: 
in 9uffo 


ſt. Py _— — ht _ 
—_— 


xd ET » Warne, Redtor thaw. | 


— 


LONDON, 


d for Robert Clavell, at the Peacock, at the Welk cad of 
)jSt. Pauls Cluxch- yard, 1685, 


<p ——— 


STR I) T1." 03% IQ eto vigend \ i 0 PARK (a —_ 8 *, 

S for my Preaching this Sermon, there needs no Apology: T he 
A it was a word * Fitly ſpoken : and that's enough not only to excuſe, 

but alſo ts juſtifie the ſpeaking of it. oF 

, If there needs one for Publiſhing it, I have one ready. 
/ WW the whole Nation is now ( a4 it __ upon a Vie of Loyalty; 
and Good, Subjefks, .are\ tealebſly. exprefiing thear: Duties to 
their MIGHTT SOVEREIGN in all meek acknowledg- 


-- 


ry ” , Vel 
ments. And my ſending out this Sermon, being but an At- fiis —- : 
tempt-. or" Tuſ} ance of that nature; here's ſufficient vindica- 


wo the doing of #t, though otherwiſe it might have ſeem'd too forward 


7) i 4 performance. - For thus ] att but as a Living Member of the Whole ; 
and as inclin'd or drawn by true natural ſympathy, into decent compliance 
with the General tendency. | 

Who may not lawfully run with the Public, when its Courſe i not one 
Regular but C iom.arx ? And when all ſorts are eager to pay their ju 
Tribute, why may not I alſo tender mine 2 If it. be. but a.Peny, yet it muſt. 

"I &* current, as having C/ASAR's Tmage and Superſcription upon it. 

And then beſides; Joy u a velatil.and vehement thing ;.and when 'tis 
frong and high, u bard to be ſuppreſi'd. So- that if amidff thoſe common 
Triumphant Joys, which ſwel'd our Hearts, to ſee our Rightful PRINCE 
ſucceeding to theſe Crowns ( when our laſt GREAT MONARCH laid them 
down with His Mortality) my-ſhare was too big for my Breaſt to contain, 
and ].was fain to give vent to my Exultancy x Log none ſurely will turn 

| it 


is 


0 F - , 4 4 "y of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
it apoy me a; 4 fault. But in caſe they do, I am willing to bear all the 
Dent of ther Cenſure, for the Redundant Satisjattion 1 [etl in my [ett 
Wen" me tnto this LO AL 21 tir *15 


The Papers I preſume, Sir, to put into your Hands. But not ſo much 
az a Guide, or + : orgy : 7. Cp hors or "Copy 
of your Virtue. CHO arty Thing as noble 


as neceſſary) in which you are eminent Auk Sor if not beyond the 


Ch 7 

ed OUR SCA lo Fornaartl 
And the rather, as being a real (though too ſlender a) Teſtimony T m 
Obſervance and Veneration of your Known Worth. The deep and rely 


ſenſe of which, makes me juſtly defirous of being ever continued, iti es, 
k, 2 excr). TR ER SRBIENNS OED f\ 
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Since we worſhip'd GOD laſt in this Place, it hath pleaſed Him to make 
a Great Change in This Nation ; a change of onr Prince, our moſt Dread 
Sovereign. But this is to make no Change in*our Duty. We muſt 
ſerve our NEW KING (whom the mercy of Heaven Bleſs and proſper: ) 
with our old and beſt Allegiance. Which that I may ( ac- 
cording as the Apoſtle diretts ) xxmpuprioxcy, Remember Tit. 3, I. 
you of ( as it is now moſt reaſonable todo) 1 _—_ my pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe , upon that Excellent Period of Scripture, which oc- 
curs in 


m_ Jew”. % th. _ EE cccÞ © co 3». OS... Cr ear 


PROV. XXIV. 2r, 
My Son, fear thou the LORD and the KING; and meddle not 


with them that are gven to change. 


the Sons of Wiſdom, to keep them from joyning in the In- 

trigues of the Seditious : RELIGION and LOYALTY. 
And in vain do thoſe perſons pretend to either, that do not ſeriouſly 
ſtudy and att them both. 

To fay we fear the LORD, when we fear not the KING; is to be cant- 
ing Traitors. To ſay we fear the KING, when we fear not the LORD; 
is to be courtly Atheiſts. But when both rhcſc meer and concenter in us, 
and grow up together in fitting meaſures, and to a juſt encreaſe : then 
, the union proves venerable and auſpicious : and does nor only ſerve to 
ſhew our Integrity, bur is highly conducive to our greateſt Intereſts. 
For he that is faithful coward GOD, and the KING; as he has made 
good progreſs in his work upon Earth, and is far advanced in his way 
to Heaven; fo he is in hopeful Circumſtances of finiſhing his Task and 
his Journey fortunately. | 


[ T* RE are two great things recommended or given in charge to - 
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[2] 
For theſe two Principal Wheels of Duty, being true in their motions ; 
they will not only help one another on by joint concurrence and recipro- 
cal aſſiſtance; but moreover ſet moſt of the Inferiour ones a going, and 
ſo carry us along to our deſired end, with a great deal of eaſe, and peace, 
and pleafantnels, | 
The conſequence of which will be this at leaſt. That we ought nor 
to content our ſelyes with One of theſe, as many. in the World ſecm 
to do (tho in truth they cannot have them ſingly) but muſt ſtrive 
indefatigably to partake of both. As being well aſſured, that they 
are no whit uſeful ro any purpoſes, but where they are found in 
blefled conjunttion. therefore Solomon who was fo wiſe as to know 
this, was alſo fo faithful as to impart it to us in the words before us. 
Where, twiſting them together in one Sentence, he makes them an An- 
tidote againſt a dangerous Infeftion, which might be taken from a ſort 
of moſt peſtilent Men. i 
The Text conſiſts of a Precept, and a Prohibition: _.. 
The Precept : ' My Sor, fear thou the LORD, and the KING. 
The Prohibition : And meddle not with them that are given to change. 
The Precept,without forcing, flows out into ſeveral Theſes or Poſitions. 
I touch upon ſuch only as do more particularly relate to LOYATY; 
they being moſt proper for this eudore, | 
The firſt is this: #. 
LOYALTY and RELIGION are no incompatible or inconſiſtent things, 
A Man may be a-good Chriſtian, and at the ſame time a good SubjeRt 
The Bible doth never tic us to impoſlibilities; and could not both theſe 
Fears (if I may call them two ) be regularly exercisd or expreſt toge- 
ther, it would never have laid them thus jointly upon us. 
; Let none therefore caſt off duty to their Prince, under pretext or co- 
lour of Devotion to GOD. That's ro make Chriſtianiry patronize Re- 
bellion 5 which reaches nothing more plainly, and urges nothing more 
powerfully, than humble ſubje&ion. A// the LORD's people are holy, 
was the old plea-ro juſtifie Sedition, and to palliate tumultuous and 
treafonable infurre&ion. But the vanity. and trivotouſneſs of the Apo- 
logy ther, aſſuresit would be empty and inſignificant now ;. and may well 
beat Men off from ever reſuming ir. Can any be too good, too holy to be 
Subje& 2 Then never let them ſeck a place in Heaven; for there the beſt 
and holieſt of all, muſt both have, and ewn a Sovereign. St, 
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St. Paw! writing to Rome, infcribes his Epiſtle to the Saints there. _ 
But notwithſtanding their fanftity and eminence in Religion, he puts 
the Yoke of Obedience on every one of their necks: Let every ſoul be 
ſubjeft unts the higher powers, Rom. 13. 1. Where he muſt mean the 
Civil Powers too: tor he ſpeaks of thoſe Powers that did pgyayenr pv. 
piw. bear the Sword: . which to do he knew belonged not to the Powers 
kccleſiaſtical. And when the temporal Magiſtrate is thus ſet over afl, 

what account can any be exempted ? 

Whece people are placed under lawſul Authority, Religion is fo far { 
from diſcharging them from Duty, thar ir tigs them the cloſer and faſter 
to it. Nor indeed could it diltolve or looſen thoſe bonds, whereby we 
are obliged to rightful Governours ( in way of juſt ſubordination and 
ſervice ) without caſting diſparagement upon its glorious Author. For 
ſhould Religion excuſe us from ating our parts, where GOD ſets us 
down in ſcenes of Obedience; His ine would plainly interfere with 
his Providence ; and His Worſhip undermine and blow up that Order, 
which his Wiſdom has eſtabliſh'd, in the Polirical Frame or Conſtitution 
of the World. Bur the fear of this, or any thing like it, would be 

ndleſs and unreaſonable. For where the hand of the ALMIGHTY 

ings us under command ; the word of his mouth ſtill enjoyns us w 
obey. The fear of Him, never was an Enemy to the fear of Kings. 
It never ſtood in oppolition to it, nor tended to the leaſt diminution of 
it. No, both may grow up and flouriſh a in the ſame ny ; 
in one and the ſame individual perſon. And accordingly we find them 
here in Connexion. Pear Thou the LORD, and the KING. 

Whence iſſues a Second Polition. 

True LOYALTY, and true RELIGION are #tterly inſeparable. So 
far from being inconſiſtent, that they cannot be divided. They dwell 
not apart, but arcalways combined and link'd together. Where there 
is One, there uſt be borh ; and where they are not Both, thete can be 
neither, to any good eftet, As many as fear the LORD. as they ' 
thould, fear the KING: And as many as fear the KING as they ought, 
fear the LORD. Ir cannot be otherwiſe, the FEARS we ſpeak of, are 
ſo coupked and unitcd. 
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The Men therefore that are zealous for GOD and his ways, and 
yet goabout to murder the KING ; we know their RELIGION : And 
they who are fierce and high for the KING; and yer at the fame 
time, wiltHbe licentious and impious toward GUD ; we may gueſs at 
their LOYALTY. RELIGION in the one, is for certain, but vain 
ſhow withour truth : And LOYALTY inthe other, we may well ſu- 
ſpe&,is but meer ſhadow, without ſubſtance ; and both bur artificial and 
ſhining Formalities. However they may glitter ang deceive the Eye, 
yet let them be brought bur to a ſearching Teſt, and they will foon ap. 
pear to be falſe and counterfeit. 

And this methinks puts a proper Key into our hands, whereby to un- 
lock the doors of Treachery, and to open, and diſcover the grounds of 


Conſpiracies and horrid Treaſons. They ſpring from want of LOYAL- 


TY, or fear of the KING. Burt men fear not the KING, becauſe they tear 
not the LORD; and ſo they are for lack of RELIGION chiefly, Ex- 
cellently therefore is it charged upon Traitors, in their reſpective Arraign- 
ments, as the occaſion of their guilt and treaſonable Offences; That they 
' bad not the fear of GOD before their eyes. Nor was it poſſible they 
ſhould, when they had wickedly thrown off the tear of the KING: Both 
which are ſo conſolidate and knit together, in an union ſo firm, and cloſe, 
and compadted, as can never be broken. For they are eternally conjoyn'd 
in their own Nature, as well as by this irreverſible Command. Fear 
thou the LORD, and the KING. | ' 

| Whence ariſeth a Third Poſition. 

True LOYALTY, #s altogether as Indiſpenſable as true RELIGION. 
As little Arbitrary and inbrent as Thaxzs To evince as much, it is 
here rank'd ( by divine order) in Parity with it : For the ſame inſpired 
and unerring Pen, thatrecorded the firſt part of the Precepr, (never-tobe 
altered ) nw nx 81 Fear the LORD; enter'd and ratified the latter 
clauſe alſo ( to hold immutable ) 4991 and the KING. So that we 
mult be forced to cancel Canonical Scripture, and to raſe this Text out 
, of the Sacred Volume, and to trample upon the Authority of GOD's 
| moſt infallible and veracious SPIRIT ; before we can ſhake off the bond 
of our Allegiance, or croud it into the number of things Indifferent. 
Yea, before we can ſlip or relax it in the leaſt, fo as to make it any 

whit leſs ſtrong or obligatory upon us, than RELIGION is. The ro 
| | = 
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of our Sovereign is no more ad libitum ; at our Diſcretion, no more to 
be taken up and laid down at our pleaſure; than the Fear of the LORD 
of Heaven and Earth. We may as well quit or caſt off 7his 3. as Ven- 
rure to reſign or rejet That : For the Command is equal touching both, 
Fear thou the LORD, and the KING. 

Whence reſulteth a Fourth Poſition. 

True LOYALTY, is true RELIGION. Not onely Conſiſtent with 
it, Inſeparable from it,and every whit as Indiſpenſable as 7 hat : But a real 
and conſiderable piece of ir ſelf. *Tis part of that Fear, which we owe 
to GOD, as the Text intimates. For it does not ſay, Fear thou the 


' LORD, and fear thox the KING ; as if they were two diſtinCt Fears: Bur 


fear thou the LORD, and the KING ; inſinuating that in good meaſure 
they are but 6ne. Differ they may, and do, in Degree: being plainly 
ſubordinate as their Objc&s are: bur yet in Quality they are much the 
fame. Are we to fear the LORD truly and unfeignedly 2. fo we muſt 
the KING. Are we to fear the LORD ar all times? ſo we muſt the 
KING. Are we to fear the LORD for Conſcience ſake? ſo we mult the 
KING. Are we to fear the LORD above all things? and becaule the 
Divine Law requires it ? ſo we mult the. KING above all Men. 

Nor need we wonder at this, that, there ſhould be ſo near a Cognation, 
and fo true a likeneſs betwixt theſe Fears, as in ſome ſort to make them 
one and the ſame, when between their Objects there is ſuch an affinity 
and- fair reſemblance, For' GOD is but the GREAT KING of Hea- 
ven ; and KINGS HE affirms to be GODS upon Earth. 
L have ſaid ye are: Gods. | Where, as the Communication Pſalm 82.6. 
of His Name to them, denotes them to be partakers of 
GOD's Power; ſo their participation of His Power, entitles them to 
a ſuitable proportion of His Fear; and implies their fear, -to be as it 
were a Slip or Off hoot of ZX/7s; as their Authority is. Which might 
well occaſion Solomon to adviſe as he did ; Fear tho the LORD , and. 
the KING, | 
| Whence we have a Fiſth, and the laſt Poſition. 

To be LOYAL and RELIGIOUS, is the beſt Wiſdom. Elfe the wi- 
ſeſt of Men, aſſiſted and inſpired by the maſt Wiſe GOD would 'never 
have perſuaded to both at once, as he here does: I.mean in fo youre and 
ſcrious, and powerful a manner. For that he mighteffeftua yearn 
an 
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"and witr ufon us, he puts on all the ſweetneſs and tenderneſs vo 7 
nable. © He perſonates the near and moſt endearing Relation, of an a t 
Rionate indulgent Father to his Son; My Sox, fear thou the LORD, and iff þ 
the KING. - it 

"That to be RELIGIOUS, is WISDOM, we are well aſſured ; for the MW { 

"HOLY GHOST hath fo pronounced it: And to man he ſaid, Behold, y 
the fear of the LORD, THAT a WISDOM, Job 28.28. Yea, the &:f WF 4d 
Wiſdom it is, or the zobleft part of it. For the fear of the LORD, ſays I 
the Pſalmiſt, is he BEGINNING of WISDOM, Pſalm. CXI. 10. wan BB tf 
the chorceft, as well as the firſt piece of it. Caput ſapientia ( according to þ 
the Vulgar) the HEAD of Witlom, And the Head, we know, is uſually 3 
the moſt eminent and excellent part of che body, JT 
. And then to be LOYAL, muſt be great Wiſdom too; becauſe ir is}? tt 
a Branch of true- RELIGION. u i- 


Bur then hence it follows ( by the rule of contraries) that not only if 
the Irreligious, and moſt rank and profeſſed Atheiſts; bur alfo that Dif. 
loyal ( though never ſo crafty and ſeemingly GODLY ) Traitors, muſt # 
be /tark foels.. And fo indecd they are, or will be in the Event, whether W Fc 
they miſcarry, or proſper in their proceedings. In caſe they miſcarry & w 
in their evil Enterpriſes, and fall under juſt and condign puniſhment © m 
( which God grant they may always do) the whole World will be fure © W 
then to condemn them, of moſt egregious folly. And truly if they W di 
chance to go on and proſper ( which, bleſſed be God, they have not done i M 
of late) yet they are really not the leſs, but che greater fools for hat; MF w 
a5 to the monſtrous eftefts and iſſues of rheir folly, which immediately W th 
_ unreaſonable and moſt intolerable. As a raging fire is never the leſs MW Ti 

t, ſor its diſaſtrous burnings ; nor a frentic perſon the leſs mad, be. W w: 
cauſe he does the more miſchicf; no'more are Rebels the leſs, bur more & be 
grievous fools, for their being proſperous. For then their folly gets up W mi 
and rides in trinmph. We want not Inſtances of this nature; Inſtances © nit 
of the folly of proſperous Rebels: When inſtead of ſubmitting to the Hi 
KING fer the LORD's ſake, they fought againſt Him for JESUS FF he 
CHRIST ; and inſtead of ſubmitting ro him as SUPREME, O black Þ He 
Deed?! they threw-him down ves bis Throne, and cur off his Royal 
and moſt Sacred Head : They gave us amazing proofs, and aſtoniſhing 
Specimens of the madneſs and folly that atrend and attuate a a 
| reaſon, 
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Treaſon. Yet this (as fad and diſmal as it is) is but the beſt"Gde of 
this folly neither ; that which we fee of it here in this Life. Bur. O. how 
hideous will it appear in the next! when its guilt ſhall be 
inco conſummate Puniſhment; and all the Aﬀtors and Abettors ot it,. 
ſhall be conſign'd ro tarments without meaſure. or-end.. O what fools, 
what mad men were we, and ten thouſand times worſe | will con- 
demned Traitors then cry out; in that we ever ſuffered. our diſcon- 
tents to ferment againſt the lawful Government ; and. our fatious 
thirſt to grow ſo high,as not to be quench'd but with--our - Prince's 
bloud, | 
Theſe are the Aſſertions concerning LOYALTY , couched in the 


Z Text. None of which ſhall ever fail while that holds good ; Ler but 

22 thar foundation ſtand, and the fuperſtruttures we have rais'd upon it, 

Z can never fall. The Concluſions drawn from rhem: muſt needs be true, 
| if the Wiſe Man's Premiſes be not miſtaken. 


But therefore perhaps it may be ſcrupled by ſome: Does not Solomon. 
ſtrein things too much here,or ſtretch them too far,when he thus joins theſe 
Fears together, as connatural ? Does he not attribute roo much to KINGS, 
while lie incorporates LOYALTY, as it were with RELIGION; and 
makes the fear of them, feem to be as needful as the Fear of the LORD > 
We well remember he was/a KING himſelf, and ſo might ſpeak as he 
did upon his own account. He could not but be an py friend to 
Monarchy, as wearing the. glorious Crown of ſrae/; and fo might. 
write at this rate out of private ends and oblique reſpects : in favour 
that is, of his Royal Prerogative; and to ſtrengthen and ſupporr his . 
Throne and his Intereſt. And which is alſo as conſiderable, his Wiſdom . 
was nothing inferiour to his Dignity, if it did not exceed it. And he - 
being ſo notable and ſhrewd a Statiſt, his letting fall theſe words, . 
might only be a fubtle Ferch of his; a politic Artifice, or cun-. 
ning Stratagem , to make the Imperial Crown fit the furer on his . 
Head. That he mighr the better claim his peoples Obedience on Earth,.-. 
he would make them belicye that his Title to #t, was deriyed from. 
Heaven. 

I Anſwer: 

As Solomon was a Man of extraordinary Priviledges; fo in this - 
he excelled for One, that he was @ebwrive Gs, inſpir'd by pa 
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9] 
and 4 truſty Amanuenſis or-Secretary of his Will. ' And therefore wha 
he ſpake or wrote this Text, he did but the work of his Sacred Office; 
and what he did, proceeded from Divine :impulſe , and dircCtion, 
The: Paragraph before us, contains not ſo much his own private ſene: 
( with rs 95 to afſert and maintain his Reyalitics) as the -Erernd 
Mind, and pure authentic Will of the DEITY, therein proclaim 
alond to Subje&ts. The words were regiſtred 'by Solomon, bur deſcend. 
cd from GOD; and area truth ſent down directly from Heav'n, with. 
out any Miſpriſion at all in the Revelation. yp 
It this will nor ſerve to arreſt .the Cavil, and to ſilence and fatisfir 
the perſons that ſuggeſt ir : we need but look a little farther into Scri- 
pture, and we ſhall find-that-ir ſpeaks the fame thing in 
Chap.z.v.5. other places: They ſhall fear the LORD, and DAVID 
| their KING, ſays Jeremiah: And if in the mouth 
Chap.y0.v.9, two or three witneſles, every word ſhall be eſtabliſhed; 
- - Solomon's is confirm'd by ſufficient Teſtimony : and 'tis 
evident that RELIGION and LOYALTY go hand in hand, as thing 
nearly ally'd, and of .like neceſſity. 
' Bur ſome again ( glad of any light evaſion) may be fit to reply; 
'That the Paſſages: cited were Legs! DireCftions : Thar they were given 
out in the-time of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, and fo reach only to ſuch x 
were contemporary with 7 hat ; living under the Moſaic State or Polity, 
Whereas we being people of another Diſpenſation, they are forcin to w, 
and -infignificant.” 
To this I rgoyn: | 
The Scriptures alledged, are not only Legal Preſcripts or Injunction, 
but Evaxgelical Prediftions. They not onely ſhew what was to be don: 
under the Law ; but what is to be done under the Goſpel. And though 
ſome by DAVID the KING, underſtand the Meſſiah, who was Pavid' 
Son after the fleſh; yer the expreſſion admits of a wider Interpretation, 
and the Scriptures quoted are very applicable ro temporal Princes, # 
pointing out Fidelity and Obedience to them, and ranking it in a kind 
of equality with RELIGION. | | 
And then farther ; LOYALTY or OBEDIENCE, is as peremptorily 
required of all God's people now, as ever it was of the Fews heretofore. 


Yea, it isas vehemently and importunately exaQted of them, as RE 
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LIGION ir ſelf: which ſeems toargue that they are no 
very different things. * Submit your ſelves to every Or. *S. Peter 2.13. 
dinance of man, for the LORD's ſake ; whether it be to the 
KING as Supreme. Au 7 Kverov, That's the Topic whence Sr. Peter moſt 
cogently argues.; F02 the LORD's ſake- So that how could he have 
urged the Beſt RELIGION more forcibly upon them, than he here does 
this /#b13ſon tothe KING? And yet (whichis worth obſerving) the KING 
he ſpeaks of (the Rowan Emperour) had no ſuch clear Hereditary Tule to 
the Authority he held, as our KING hath. For inſtead of aſcending the 
Throne by deſcent from Anceſtors, and a long unqueſtionable lineal Suc- 
ceſſion ;iNero ( who is thought by ſome to have reigned 
at this time) was introduc'd ina *mad and irregular way, * 1d dementer, 
For Claudins brought him in, over his own Son Britanni- Ce thee 
cus's head, who was the right Heir. Yer to this Nero, nem privignun be- 
were the Chriſtians to ſubmit : Even. thoſe Chriſtians, 7:49 invert ſeete 
who juſt before were ſtiled an holy Nation, a royal yir. Hiſt. Lib. 4. 
Prieſthood, a cheſen Generation, and a peculiar People ; 
Yea, they were to ſubmit to him for the LORD's ſake, 
and that as to the Supreme. As to One, who ( in St. -ws vmepigevTe 
Peter's judgment ) was above the Soldicry ; and above 
the People ; and above the Senate; and ſupereminent to all Mortals, 
with whom they had to do. And if the Primitive Saints thus yiclded 
Submiſſion to this Heathen Ruler, whoſe coming to the Empire was in- 
dire&; and whoſe Title ( ſofar) turned upon a wrong hinge : Who but 
Men as mad as Claudius would refuſe Obedience to our preſent SOVE- 
REIGN, or raiſe the leaſt ſhadow of ſcruple againſt ir, whoſe RIGHT 
to theſe Crowns is ſo undoubted ? 

And ( which is ſomething more ſtill) Chriſtians are charg'd by the 


| ſame Apoſtle, and that in one and the ſame breath (as 


well as in the ſame Epiſtle and Chapter) FEAR GOD, Verſe 17. 
and HONOUR the KING. Which as it obviates all 
Pleas that might be drawn from the Goſpel to confront or pervert 
the Doctrine of LOYALTY ; as Chriſtian Liberty, the having, no other 
KING but FESUS, or the like. And as it baffles all Arguments, for 
kicking againſt Government, or endeavouring to ſubyert it, which 
might be terch'd from the Prince's =_ of a different Religion, _ 
is 


| F 10) 
his bcing an Atheiſt or an Heretic, a Tyrant or a Perſecutor ( while the 
chief Apoſtle commands the firſt Chriſtians ro HONOUR: one of the 
vileſt and cruelleſt of the Ethnic Emperours:) fo it gives us to under- 
ſtand again, that RELIGION and LOYALTY are near akin, and in 
ſome reſpects very much the ſame thing, And therefore St. Peter (we 
ſee ) links them faſt together, and by a very quick and dire& Tranſition, 
pallcth over coherently, from one to the other, 

And truly when So/omon and St. Peter ( the one the wiſeſt Prince and 
Preacher in the Fewtſh; and the other the Prime Apoſtle in the Chri- 
ſtian Church ) concur thus fully in point of judgment, touching the near 
affinity betwixt RELIGION and LOYALTY, and the neceſſity of 
both ; why ſhould any queftion the truth of either? And yet they are 
not onely fairly agreed in the caſe, but fo perte& and abſolute is the Con- 
fent berwixt them; that they ſignific and declare it, by conneCting or 
racking both of chem together, in almoſt one and the fame Expreſſion. 
For, Fear GOD, and honour the KING ; differs but lirtle from, Fear thou 
the LORD, and the KING, 

But how can FEAR which is a thing arifing from apprehenſion of 
Evil, have G OD. for its Objet , who is the CHIEFEST GOOD? 
Fear thou the LORD. 

The Queſtion is pertinent and anſwered thus: Fear in the Text, is 
not to be taken for a meer natural Paſſion, or according to the Defini- 
tion that Morahiſts give of it : But for an ingenuous, flial, and reſpeQ- 
ful awe, to be teſtified in the reverential Veneration of the DEITY. 
If this be too narrow a notion of it yet, and not adequate tothe full 
Latitude of its meaning here, as in likelyhood it is nor, ( for Fear is a 
very comprehenſive term, and is commonly in Scripture pur for the in- 
rire Syſteme of RELIGION) we muſt then amplifie or inlarge its ſigni- 
fication farther, and think thus concerning ir. That it is a Complex or 
body of holy Virtues and Duties. Fear thou the LORD; rhat is (if we 
would expreſs it in particulars) Love thou the LORD; Honour thou 
the LORD; Truft thou the LORD; . Obey rhou the LORD. And 
therefore we find in rhe Bible, that rhoſe Graces or Duries, are the uſual 
Concomitants (if not Conſtituents) of this excellent Fear. Thus, what 
does the LORD thy GOD require of thee, but to Fear the LORD thy 
GOD, and ro LOVE Zim 2 Deurt. 10. 12. And as Featis there ru 
w 
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- with Divine LOVE; ſo ſometimes it is joyn'd with Divine HONOUR : 


Where is mine HONOUR 2 Where is my FEAR >» Mal. 1. 16. Sometimes 
with Divine Confidence: Te that Fear the LORD, TRUST in the 
LORD, Phlm115.1r, Sometimes with Divine Obedience. SERVE 
the LORD with Fear. Plalm 2.11. 

Now this being the fuZ ſence of FEARING the LORD here in the 
Text ; it will be of fingular uſe to dire&t us into genuine expreſſions of 
our LOYALTY. For the Fear of rhe KING, being much the fame with 
the Fear of the LORD, though ſubordinate, and inferiour ro it, as a- 
bove was noted : Hence ir will follow, that our Fear of F7im, muſt be 
a fer of Principles, and a Conjugation of Duties amological to thoſe 
that compound or make up the Fear of the LORD. And if we would 
at ir aright, we muſt do it in Correſpondent or ſutable Inſtances ; 
onely with abatements equal or proportionate, ro its comparative infe- 
riority. 

F Fo ſpeak more plainly, and ſo as all may underſtand. 

As they who Fear the LORD aright, muſt have their Fear conſticu- 
ted of and exhibited i# Aﬀe&tion, and Honour ; Confidence, and Obe- 
dience: So they that fear the KING aright, muſt have their Fear made 
up of the like Ingredients, and ſignified in the like Expreſſions : onely 
(as I faid ) we muſt keep to due meaſures ſtill. 

Yea, as true RELIGION, or the Fear of the LORD, muſt conſiſt of 
and be manifeſted ir, Heartieft Aﬀettion ; Higheft Honour ; Firmeſt 
Confidence ; and moſt Chearful Obedience: So our. true LOYALTY 
or Fear of the KING, muſt ſymbolize, or partake with ir here again, 
and come up to it in a meet and laudable reſemblance. We muſt Love 
him CordiaZy; Honour him Greatly; Truſt him Fidacialy; and Obey 
him Readily. Should I not _ this with carneſtnefs, upon the prefent 
occaſion, I _ welt be thought to forget mine own Duty, for not 
minding you of yours. I ſhall do it therefore as briefly, and yer as ful- 
ly as Tcan. He that hath cars to hear ler him hear. 

Firſt, If we would Fear the KING aright, we muff LOVE him Cor- 
dially. The Chriſtian Law doth bind us indiſpenſably co love our 
Neighbours, and our verieft Enemies. But muſt it not in reaſon then 
lay more hold on our Aﬀections in reference to our SOVEREIGN 2» 
gh the truth is, there would be little ——q of any Law in the caſe, 

2 were 
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were we but throughty ſenſible ot the great Obligations of Nature and 
Intereſt. For fo hath the Wiſe and Mighry GOVERNOUR of the 
World, ordered the matter betwixt the KING and his People; that 
they can in no degree ſlight and diſaffet Him: but in the ſame degree 
they muſt be unkind and unnatural to- themſelves. For as we are mem- 
bers of the Stare, He is Eſſential to our welfare; and that full our ag 
much, as the breath of our Noſtrils is to the life of our Bodies. So we 
are taught by a great Prophet ( and I hope you'l grant he knew very 
well, and will therefore believe him) 7he BREATH OF OUR NO. 
STRILS was taken in their pits, ſaid Jeremiah, of a KING, Lam. 4..20, 
And impoſlible it is that there ſhould be any thing of Complement or | 
Flattery in the Phraſe. For it was not only ſpoken by that holy Man, 
but in the depths of his affliction and pious anguiſh ; when he was de- 
ploring a conquered and broken People, and condoling a captivated and 
undone Prince; Whom then to have careſſed or footh'd up in the leaſt, 
with any gay, unbecoming, or undue Titles; would have been unreaſon- 
able vanity on all accounts. I, and groſs and damnable hypocriſie too, 
con{ideringto whom he made his complaints. For GOD and he were now 
alone (let me ſay) and he poured out his birter doleftul Lamentations, un- 
ronone but the ALMIGHTY's Ears. Yet in theſe heavy, mourntul, ſo- 
lemn circumſtances, where nothing of _— clawing Courtſhip ; 
nothing of fawning paraſitical Aſſentation, could poſſibly creep in and 
mingle with it: We ſec what a Charatter he gives the KING ; and fo 
what his Relation to his People was. I need not make it out to be 
true and juſt, foraſmuch as we know it came down from above, and 
to this very day ſtands upon Record amongſt the Oracles of Heaven. 
For many among us ( God in mercy diſabuſe and reCtifie their crook- 
ed Judgments) are meanly and baſely opinion'd of a KI NG. . They 
deem him no better than a meer ſaperfluit ,an overgrown Wen, or mon- 
ſtrous Excreſcency, rather than the Head of the Body Politic. But O! 
that theſe Men would keep Feremiah's Deſcription of a KING in their 
Eyes; that they would bur revolve it in their thoughts , and in their 
minds bur ſeriouſly conſider it. Then I hope they would ſee, and be 
aſham'd of their impious Errour : I'm ſure they would have cauſe <& 
nough to be ſo. For that holy Man ſpeaking by the MOST HOLY 


SPIRIT of GOD, faithfully informs chem, chat cheir lawful Prince 
| ut | ( though 
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(though wicked and unfortunate as Zedekiah was) is no ſpare or ſu- 
pernumerary Piece of the State ; no uſeleſs redundance or needleſs ap- 
pendage, but ( as Breath is ro Morrals) a vital of the Nation. And it 
ever We ſhould chance to be: depriv'd of KINGS, ( which-GOD tor- 
bid ) we are ſure to die for'r, if not to Nature yet to Order ; even to 
the beſt ſort of Rule or Government, and the beſt expedient of Happy 
Society. 

And when our KING is ſo neceſſary to our well-being in the World; 
can we chuſe but cheriſh dear Aﬀe&ions towards him? Who would 
not be chary and infinitely tender of their Breath and 'Life > -Why our 
KING is no leſs in a Political ſenſe : For in that ſenſe we are unable to 
live or breath without him. Indeed we might be able Spirare, to preath, 
without a KING: Bur then it muſt be as Saul did, minas'& cedas, 
threatning and ſlaughters againſt one another : Burt how ſhould we be 
able Reſpirare to reſt, and breath together in peace 2 much leſs conſprrare, 
reſt and breath together in Amity. | 

Let all good Subjets remember this, and they will not fail to act 
accordingly... , As we are bound to Love our- KING upon other great 
and numberleſs accounts, ſo even by the Laws of. Nature and Intereſt ; 
in point of affe&tion or kindneſs to our ſelves. 

Secondly, it. we would fear the KING aright, we muſt Honour him 
greatly, Which Foyour, though it be to be exhibited in outward car- 
riage, upon all occaſions; yer it muſt ſpring up from an inward value 
and eſteem. 

And to ſuch as enquire for a RULE of Eſtimate ( as willing to know 
how they mult riſe in the intrinſic value of our KING, which is the 
root of external Honour and Deference ) a fir one is tendred by the 
braye Commanders of David's Forces, or by his Soldiers in general, 
2 Sam. 18. 3. For when Ab/elom his Son was up in Arms, andengag'd 
in open Rebellion againſt him; they would by no means have David 
take the field in perſon. Burt when he reſfolv'd ro go torth in the dan- 
gerous Expedition, they humbly addreſs'd in difſuafion of his Majeſty ; 
Thou ſhalt not go forth : for — thou art worth ten thouſand of 'us. A 
meet Standard whereby to meaſure out.the value of our KING. - Of 
all things in the World, weprize our ſelves moſt, and think we have 
very good cauſe to do ſo, But if we be ſtamp'd with tlic impreſs of 
rrue 
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true LOYALTY, we ſhall rare our SOVEREIGN mach above our 
ſelves, and reckon: (as indeed we rightly may ) that He is worth many 
hundreds and thouſands of us. + -. 

And the ſame Heraes, or others, like them, have left another RULE 
upon Record, in. their exemplary carriage toward the ſame Monarch, 
For when in a terrible fight between /ſract and the Philitines, he had 
like to have been (lain by the Giant /Þbibenob; rhey ſolemnly ſware 
that He ſhould go no more our: to Battel with them. And their reaſon 
was, Thar. 7 hou quench not the light of Iſrael. So that they eſteemed 
their KING as'the light thar thoy enjoyed ; without which rhere could 


have been nothing of Ornament, nothing of ſplendor or delight amongſt *# 
them. His violent and'untimely end, would have been to them like | 


quenching theDay, or putting our the Sun, or like a total Eclipſe of that 
moſt Comfortable and glorious Luminary. | 

But O inhumane Traicors then ! and Monſters, Wicked beyond all 
Epithets! that once hurled Midnight over three great Nations, and ſhut 
them all up in black Confuſion. That wretched and ignominious 
Crew, had none of this. eſteem for KINGS I ſpeak of; but were ſunk 
as low in unworthy! contempt of 'them, as on the contrary they ſhould 
have riſen in generous Admiration. Let their hateful Degeneracy moye 
us to aſpire; 1 mean, to that due eftimation of our SOVEREIGN, of 
which they were deſtitute : And let us never ceafe aſpiring till we find 
we are arriv'd at ſuch noble Heighths as may be equally ſignal with their 
leud Declenſions. | 

The Mark we ſee, is fairly fer up for us in Scripture, and fly above it 
we may as faras we can; bur we muſt be ſure to take our aim fo high, 
a$ not tq come under it ; that will be ſhame and difparagement to us. 
For if we remember, they were Femiſb: Royalifts, who reach'd this 

lane and lofty: pircch. Bur we being Chriſtians, have greater Privi. 

eges, 'and ſo ſhould not take up in lefs Attainments. 

And here to: ſwell our eſteemor value of our KINGS, into its proper 
fulneſs and juſt Dimenſions ; I ſhall briefly mind you of their Original, 
and their Eud; declaring firft Whence, and then Why, they are. 

As for the Rife or Original of a KING among us, it is from GOD a. 
lone. Not at all from his Subjefts in any way of Derivation or Depen- 
dance whatever. Ele& him they cannot ; Confirm him they we _ ; 

epole 
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Depoſe him they may not. His Title is from on high, and his Claim 
from heaven ; and none but he who granted him his Charter of Jn- 


- heritance, can bring his Qzo Warranto againſt it, that is, 


the ALMIGHTY. The KING, faid * Clemens of old, * Conſtita. 
Ti Kveiy bir Te5iepmaviay i the Ordinance of the LORD, 

Inde eſt Imperator, unde homo antequam Imperator, ſaid 

* Tertullian. The Emperour is from HIM from whom he us | * Apolog. 
firſt a man. Inde poteſtas illi, unde &r Spiritus. 7hence ©. Cap. 30. 
his Power , whence is his Spirit. So that 'tis as much 

GOD's att, and as peculiar to HIM, ro- make EMPEROURS and 
KINGS, as it is to make Men, and Souls. Right was the Opinion of 
the Efſence alſo in this matter, that no Man ever came to be 


* KING, Aina Orv, without GOD. And the very Poet could * Acre. 


affirm * ; 'Ex 4 Aus xmas, KINGS are from Fupiter. ' © 

But, which to ws is-more' than all beſide, Scripture ſpeaks the ſame 
thing, By me KINGS reign; ſays the GOD of Wiſdom, Prov. 8. 15. 
BY ME, that is, as the Author or Inſticutor, as well as the Protector 
and Upholder of them. And therefore where HE complains that 
KINGS are not -BY '1M, Hol. 8. 4. He diſclaims not the Office or 
Dignity, but only cenfures the Acyniſition or Adminiſtration thereof; 
or perhaps finds fault with both ar once. 

But it may be here ObjeQted:: ' The citation raken out of Solomon's. 
mouth ( as a great many more in the Old Teſtament ) rouching KINGS, 
is to be. underſtood of the Jewiſh ones only : Bur that Orher KINGS 
are from or by God, becauſe the KINGS of Zfrael were fo, will not fol- 
low from thence by juſt conſequence. | 

Know therefore in Anſwer, that there are cleareſt Teſtimonies of the - 
Divine Inſticution or Origination 'of KINGS under the GOSPEL like- 
wile, I mention but two : | Bi | 

The firſt from the lips of our Blefied SAVIOUR. He told Pilate, 
that he could have no Power againſt HM, unlefs it were 
given him axwher, * from above.  Whence it is manifeſt; - *S. Joby. 
that the Regalities he had ( and fo that others have) were 19, x1. 
from on high, or from Heaven, And thereforcour dear LORD . 
ſubmitted to' the Govetrnours Aurhority as competent, (even where his 
bloud and life were conoern'd. Nor does it in the leaſt alter the caſe, 
that: 
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that PiJate was no abſolute KING, but Viceroy to 7iberius. This r4: 

ther makes the more for us ; in that it plainiy ſhews, that a Power de. 

legared from lawful Superiours, is as truly from GOD, as the Primitive 

one is, from which -it is-derived. And waagewe Fehoſaphat told his 

Judges, that in diſtributing juſtice, | they a&ed--.uet. for Mpn' but for 

the LORD, 2 Chron. 19. 6. Er 

| The-other Evidence is St. Paa!'s ; who declares to the 

Verſe xz, Church * in the-thirteenth of the Romans , that there ts ns 

Power but of GOD. And what Powers does he there ſpeak of? 

Verſe 1. Why, they 'were a boy tEvoias,, the Powers then in being ; 

the Emperour of Rome and his. Deputies. Theſe theretore 

were of GOD. And how were they of HIM > Why, they Þ 

16, were not only tolerated allowed, and approved ; but a. # 

Tay pirasy ordained of HIM. And therefore in that Chapter, | 

. 4.6. |. he-makes the Ruler to be not onely; HaxpyGs, and Acrvpyy, 
" 2. the Miniſter, but alſo Samwyn, the Ordinance of GOD. 

Yea Nimrod Himſelf ( who is made an Inſtance of Tyran- 
ny, and uſually brought in asan argument againſt Monarchy ) might 
yet be of GOD, as he was a KING, or a greater Title. For when. he 
| began to be Mighty upon Earth, that is to'ere& his, Empire, or enlarge 

it (for whocan prove he was the firſt Monarch ?) he is 
* Gen.10.9. faid to have done it, *. mmm 1297 before the LORD. Which 
| . .__ however ſome interpret to an ill ſenſe, as if he ſet up his 
Government againſt the LORD, in a, way of violence or affront to 
Heaven; yet it is as capable. of a; gogd, meaning, and may ſignific no 
more than his doing in the fight of the LORD, as with his conſent or 
approbation. There ſeems to be nothing in the Context, that bars the 
Expoſition as evil or incongruous, if well conſidered. 

Now granting it to be thus, that KINGS are of GOD, and Ordained 
by Him, and conſequently that the Power. which reſts in our KING 
deſcends dire&ly from the MOST HIGH ; the ſame Reaſon and Reli: 
gion, that teaches and ties us ro Honour GOD, muſt lead us ro Ho- 

nour our KING likewiſe in his proportion: Who is Deo 
* ad Scap. , ſecundus, * next to GOD, and ſolo Deo minor, only leſs than 
, GOD 4s, as ſays Tertulian. \And the ſame great Father 


thought this very neceſſary for Chriſtians todo, even when the Govern- 
ment 


MM 


ment was lodg'd in the worſt hands : Yea, with his Pen he openly made 
profeſſion and acknowledgment of as much, to an Heathen Preſident 
of Carthage, who threatned the Church with bloudy Perſe- 


cution. * Chriſtians nullius eſt hoſtis, nedum Imperatoris, 


* If. ib. 


The Chriſtian is Exemy to none, much leſs to the Emperoar : 


Quem ſciens 4 Deo ſuo conſtitui, neceſſe eſt ut & ipſum diligat, & reve- 


reatur, & honoret, &&c. Whom he knowing to be ordained of HIS GOD, 

it is neceſſary that he ſhould both love, and revere, and bonoar Him. 
And this ( the Emperour's being veſted with GOD's Auhority ) was 

that ( by the way) which -kept the firſt Chriſtians in quictnels, and 


obedience, when according to the 
ſame * Father) they wanted nei- 
ther ſtrength nor courage to Rebel. 
Though ſome unworthilydetraCting 
from their Pictics, would bear us 
in hand, that they were dutiful 
and patient merely through impo. 
tence and inability ro reſiſt, and 
to make their part good with the 
ſecular Power. - So + Beharmine 
expreſly affirms, that the reaſon 
why the Chriſtians of old did not 


depoſe Nero, and Diocletian, and. 
Julian the Apoſtate, and Valens the ' 


Arrian and the like, was becauſe 
they wanted temporal Forces. 

Thus we ſce from whence 
KINGS are, and by whom appoint- 


* $i enim boſits txtraneos, non taxtun vindices 

occultes agere vellemus, deefſet nobis 2:15 numero- 
run & coplarum ? Plures nimiram Mauri & Mar- 
comanni, ipfique Parthi wel quantecunque uniue tae 
men loci, & ſnorum finiam gentes quam tatizs 
Orbis ? Heſterni ſumus & veſtre omnia imple- 
vimm, wrbes, inſulas, caſtella, municipia, conci- 
liabula, caftra ipſa, tribus, decurias, palatium, 
ſmatum, forum, Sola vobis velinquimus tim- 
pla. Cys bells non idonti, non prompts ſuiſſemus, 
etiam imparts copits, qui tam libenter tracida- 
mur ? $3 non apad iſftam diſciplinam magis oc- 
cide liceret quam occidere. Tercul. Apol. cap.37- 
Civitatem obſceſſam wociferantur : In agiis, 3n 
caſlellis, in injulis Chriftianos : Omnim ſexum, 
etatim, conditionem, & dignitatim tranſgrediy 
ad hoc nomen quaſs detrimento mereat. Id. Apol, 
Cap. 1 
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ft Qued fs Chriftiani olim non depoſurrunt Ne« 
routes & Dicclttianum Apoſtatam, ac Valeytem 
Arrianum & ſomiles;, id fuit quia dttrant vines 
temporales Chriſtianis, De Romano Pont. Lib, 5. 
CP. 7. 


ed, But the Inquiry runs on a little farther yer, and we are next 


to know why they are, or to what End. And the End indeed. is great 
and high ; noble and excellent; every way honourable and worthy of 
them. For it is to rule and command part of the World, under GOD, 
who is abſolute Monarch of the whole. 
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As we are eapable of Government, ſo our Nature and condition 
—— make it * neceſſary for us. So neceſſary that 
Gopiex, ſod cam Us comers, impoſſible it is we ſhould be happy withour it, 
neceſſe eſt babeve atiqum in ſ® Nor do we read of any People that ever were 
nw mag Cicero de Nat. {© And the reaſon is clear (as Naztauzen 
um, Lik. 2+ , . v» / ” : 
ives it) wn axxpyy bot amsmy , Anarchy is 
always accompany'd with Confuſion ; and thar's faral not onely to the 
feliciry and welfarc,. but even to the Communitics and lives of Men, 
And though the GOD who created us, could-bave-rul:d 'us, it he had 
pleas'd with a more immediate hand, appointing good Spirits. for his 
Viceroys below, and leaving things wholly to their caxe and manage» | 
ment, ( who according ta their feveral Provinces or Juriſdictions, might | 
have fer up Majeſtic Thrones, and Tribunals, and have. condutted. At- 
fairs in their refſpeRtive Lieutenancies, in rareſt Methods of Policy and 
Righteouſneſs.) and fo have made the Regiment of this inferiour World 
Angelic ar Theacratical : yet (as being more ſuitable to. bis wiſe:de. 
attd, mote Batural, ag! ,and advantageous to us ) He exalted 
frail Mento be his Repreſentatives on Earth :, He bath aſſigned ſuch tg 
preſide over us, ay ( bating their Preſidency ) are exactly like us.. And 
.a% hle did thus to other preat purpoſes, ſo undoubred]y: to this for ane ; 
that. ehey .might be the. more kind and eafie to us, and more ready, tg 
pity and ſympathize with us, as being throughly acquainted. with hu- 
mane infirmities, from their own Nature, and. paſſions, which are the 
And as we ſhare in this. commune Privilege, of being ruled by Men; 
> we are further happy in this-Nation, in a Government Mouarchical, 
which is highly ——_ to any other. And fo indeed it was o__ 
;ted of old, Famous Zomer almoſt three thouſand years aga, avouch'd 
.* to be the beſt. For in condemnation or defiance of mxavzagasin, the 
Rule of many, he eried our 
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And thus we have learnt alſo what the Defgy of Heavens, in giving 
us a KING : namely, that he may rule us under GOD, 3nd that in an 
humane and gentle way proper and accommodate to our frame. and 
weakneſs. Whence it 1s evident, that his. advancement above us, . is 
for our Bznefic, He is GOD's Mnifter (as before: ) bur then he is to, 
Spar, £0 Ws, iis Iv adwKy, for good, Rom. 13.4. Which Plato 
conſidering, he pronounced * Nemwizem nou ſerum ex Re- *-vidSew. 
gibus, every KING to be a Servant, Hes meant in an ho- Ep. 44- 
nourable notion and capacity. Juſt as Shepherds are Ser- 
yants .to. their Flocks, or Fathers to their Families ; who at the {ame 
time have Nominion over them. And therefore a KING is ſaid 
to be both, in reference to his People, and that as well iv the. De C/ew. 
Sacred, as Prophane writings. Sexeca alſo would have a KING 
to reckon, now Rempublicam ſuam eſſe ſed ſe Reipublice. Not that the 
Commanyealth is ſo much His, os He the Conmonggalth's: in regard of 
his ſuperiptending it, and the many and great advantages that He brings 
it. Yea, Emperoyr (a Title above that of KING) is bur yover oficii, & 
Terw of Office. Ayd op fairly in{inyatey, that as many as are fignaliz'd 
with that lofry file, are huc Public ang ukteious Yervitars of their 
Countries; as having the principal Charge, and care, by having the 
ſupreme command of the people under them, 

But this then lays farther Obligation upon us to hanoyr the KING ; 
2s making it neceſſary in point of Gratitude, as well as Duty. In that 
heis our SOVEREIGN, he is.our Patron alſo, and or great Benetactor, 
And fo the Honour he may demand, he firſt deſerves ; deſerves it , by 
earning it,.or purchaſing of it, ang that at a yery dear rate coo: I mean 
his Royal care and pains.iaqhe Government. May this thayghe weigh 
With us, agd-work efteFyally upon us. Elſe we Chriſtians, in giving 
Ceſar his due, ſhall come ſhgre of Heathens. One © 
which taught, ( and hath lefc jc upon Record) as a Need eſt auttorey 
needful Dodtrine : that chey myſt Honour the KING 5 nn Poem: 
who is the Author of good to them, as they wopld Ep. 73- 
honour a Father, that is, greatly. 
| Aa ſo I paſs tothe next Particular : 
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' Oaly as I go, I muſt ler fall this Note, not to inform, but excite 
ſill; That as one ſpecial way of onouring the LORD, is, with our 
ſubftaxce , Prov. 3. 9. So one proper expreſſion of Honour to our 
KING, is granting and paying him Taxcs and Subſidies to ſupply his 
neceſſities, and ſupport his ROYAL Grandeur and magnificence. In 
confirmation of which, it is memorable of Sr. Paul, that he join'd Tri- 
bure and Cuftom, with the Fear and Honour due to the KING, 
Rom.1}. 7. | 
Thirdly, If we would fear the KING aright, We muſt truſt him fidu- 
cially. And have we not greateſt reaſon foto do? Remember, by virtue 
of his place he is Father of his Country. And which we mult never 
forget, he has expos'd Himſelf ro danger and death for our ſateguard, 
Yea, I may fay of his MAJESTY, as St. Paul of himſelf, | 
2 Cor.11.23. that for our ſakes he has becn & yams mMaxus, in 
deaths oft. To which add, that he is molt illuſtriouſ. 
ly deſcended, from great, renowned, and moſt glorious ANCESTORS, 
And this GOD Himſelf has made to be a ground of 7r»/? tor us, and 
of rare Expettancies, For bleſſed art thou O Land, ſays He, when thy 
KING ix 2 wr-j52 THE SON OF NOBLES or WHITE ONES, 
Feeleſ. 10.17. 'So that what may we not with humble Confidence 
look for, that it is fit a good Prince ſhould do for his Subjects. For 
thoſe Subjets of His, who as they think, and own, that they arc 
bound in Confcience to ſerve Him with their lives; ſo I truft will al- 
ways be wes at His firſt command, faithfully ro perform, what they 
heartily profels. 
You therefore that hear me this day, as you tender your REEIGI: 
ON, be not defective in. rhis piece of LOYALTY. which is a part 
thereof. TRUST your KING, and- truſt Him BOLDLY, as it be- 
comes ingenuous and honeſt Subje&ts.” Baniſh all unreaſonable Doubts; 
down with all It|-natur'd Fears ; caſt off all unbecoming Jealouſtes ; and 
let.no-vainly diffident furmiſes boil up in your heatts, or float in your 
minds. Our RELIGION and our LAWS; our LIBERTIES and our 
PROPERTIES, are things moſt. Deat and Pretious' to us. . Believe 
therefore that he will take due care of them ; that he will graciouſly ps 
tonize and protett rhem. : 


TE 
fr was the Greek Orator's ſaying of the KING of __ 
Macedon, T ſhould verily think Philip to be formidable Tobey —— 
and wonderful, if ſo be I could ſee he grew great by Javuuriny F Foyanet: 
juſt proceedings: Queſtivn'not but we havea KING #,7% dg —_— 
who will keep and encreaſe his Grandeur, by his mtg ty 50 _ 
Juſtice : and thar ar ſuch a Rate as to become a mcet 

Obje& both of Dread and Admiration. I will ventur? to ſpeak bur one 
word more. Never fear but he-will anſwer or come up to thay moſt 
true Charatter or Definition of a KING, which the 
kearned Father has rightly ' drawn up: HE is A Bas ion 6 dp2y 
KING, WHO RULES ACCORDING TO &7"ts 
LAWS. So none ſhall have cauſe, Juſt cauſe ro 

complain, either of the Weight or Crookednels of his Scepter. 

Laſtly, If we would fear the KING aright, 'we muſt obey him readily. 
Kings and Rulers are faid in Scripture, to be *Etvoiap, Powers; and as 
they have power to command and make Laws: fo we that are under 
them muſt execute and fulfill them, with all humble and fairhful readi- 
nels and obſequiouſnels. 4 

And here to ſmooth our way to this important Work, I ſhall cndea- 
your to remove one grand Impediment, or conſiderable Stumbling-block, 
which Prejudice or Miſtake 1s apt to throw before many. I mean, a 
conceit that Submiſſton to the penalties ef good Laws, 15 Equivalent to 
Obedience. So have T hcard ſome ſtifly argue, and I have ſeen - their 
praCtice correſpond to- their reaſonings. For 'they have made light of 
violating moſt wholeſom Laws, upon this preſumption 3' that they cout. 
falve the violaticns they wilfully ran upon, by undergoing ſuch puniſh- 
ments as thoſe Laws inflicted : which in their Opinion would be ranta- 
mount to purnitual obſerving them: Bur: this is a weak and groundleſs 
imagination, and a fanſie moſt wild and monſtroufly nonſenſical. To 
hold that ſuffering- Penalties is a proper Supplement; of totally abſcnr, 
or deficient Obedience ; is as much as to aſtert that cutting down Trees, 
or {tubbing them up for Barrenneſs ; is the ſame thing with chcir Fruit- 
fulneſs. There'is noſuch miraculous virtue in theſe ſufferings, as to 
reQific Obliquitics into Obedience, or to work fo ſtrange a rranſmura- 
tion in them, as to render thefn©/ike ir, or equipollent to it. Ler none 
therefore yenture to- infringe- Penal Laws, upon this vain perſuaſion, 
| that. 


[++ 
that the ſmart they ſhall endure, be it either in corporal or pecuniary 
Perelcics, maybe furrogated intp.the piace of real Obedience ; and by 
a9-adgquate vicariquingls io exattly\fill up the room thereot, .as tobe ig 
dy er as googl,as; that, Jt cangor beſp for theſe groſs abfurdities 
* whichthereupon would,enſugy. |: .,_ - 


Firſt, /t would change the we and utterly wuert the Influence of Pe ( 
wnaltres, "They arc- applied as Sangtians -to eſtablith thoſe Laws where t 
unto they are annexed. And.nat only ſo, but to ivforce the dire& ob- WM \ 
ſervance of them. But,werc lufigring of Penalties egua/ to-Qbedjence; ] 
«hey anauld.neronly fa] of 1hi5.ule or end ; but produce an effect cleag  « 
contrary to it, Forahen inftead;ot ratifying and inforeing the reſpettive F 
Laws, to which they are appendent; they would j«/#z#e Delinquents ig 

their moſt malitiaus copremprs .and violations of the fame. For let # «& 
.them þreak theſe Laws,as,heinpully ps they pleaſe, it as hurt gheir under- WM » 
going the. appointed. pupithmeprs, and then 'tis all. one as if they had ÞÞ v 
mever broke them, as if rhey chad fairhtully kept chem. And ſo Penal- Þ 7 
ties-which are intended for the gefexce ang conſervation of Laws and 
Government; would effeftually work the ſubverfon of both, by ma: 
king way for diſorders inconliſtent with, girher. 

. . Secondly, Suffering of Penalties cannot poſſibly be equivalent to O- 
bÞedience, becauſe it doth not anſwer the Obligation of the Law, ang js by 
#10 wneans fully commenſurate therexnto. Even ſlight Confideration will 
#ake any Man ſenſible, that. penal Laws have a double force or 
virtue in them: The,one, preceptive qr direFzve , which binds tg 
DPury : The other punitive and dnfiiflive, whichi ties xo Penance, 
in caſe the Duty .impuſed be witfally nggleted. Whence it is evi- 
dent, that they who ſuffer by ſuch;Laws, ;cannot reckon their ſufter- | 
ings equivalent to obeying them. Inalmuch as their ſufferings imply 
ſuch a failure, as leaves the. beſt part of theſe Laws unſatisfied ang 
£luded. For therefore dothey fall -under.their punitive, becauſe. the 
flighred their preceptive force. Which, we muſt own to he far the beſt, 
as containing the xob/eft Obligatiqn, an-Qbligation to duty. To which if 
they had come up or —_ .conformed, they could never haye heen 


attaqued by the punitive ſtrength or power . thereof. And that Penal 
Laws do Primarily and chief ates to. Qbegience, which I juſtly all 
eſt qbligation (ang 


(o-that. Pgqaljies affixes to them do onely 


their aob 
inforce 
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inforee the Obligation) is clear from henee 5 in that the' ſane Zaws » 
were they made to be no? pexal, but purely imperative ; would ſtill bind 
the Conſcience as firmly as ever. 

Thirdly, Saffering of Penalties cannot” be ranked' with performi 
Obedience, becauſe 2 anfwers not the ſcope, ant filfils not the lean 
the Law. The intent of the Law, is to-make Men Cives bones, good 
$ubjetts. But good Subjetts we eannot be, unleſs we obey thoſe good 
J Laws under which we live. But then who can think they are obe- 
| dienr, who break wholfom Laws, and arc puniſhed for ir2 Much leſs 
: EB who'can think this i5-7e4/ Obedrence or equivalent to it'? 

1 - Laſtly, Suffering  Penalries can hold no juſt proportion with Obe- 
C dience, or be tr any meaſure like ir, or comparable to it; becauſe zt does 
wot excuſe before GOD: A Law is a'Eaw becauſe it is Obligatory. And 
| therefore it 18 ealled Zex ( ſay ſome Y'& amo, from binding. Bur rhe 
+ BB reafor why Laws do bind is, beeauſe they are: made andl prometaated by 
i BB rightfod Expiſlators, who have caram communitatis, the tharge' of the 
» IE Peopte over whomthey prefide, ax leaſt'm the wovk of Legiſſation. But 
whoever are phaced in this capacity of 098mg, or making Laws; white 
» 8 they exerciſe thar Power, theyBand/in loco Des, ivy GOD's ſtead, and 
are to be look'd'uponas his Agems. '' And fo the'whoteſom Laws they 
em&, do not onely oblige us arreſpetof men (as, being drawn up þy . 
perſons fitly qualified , and that had- prenems condendi poteffatem , all 
power to make them) bur moreover in regard of GOD, to'whom theſe 
Lawmakers had-z /pecial rela: in: '''And'conſequently if ſo be wetranſ 
greſs theſe Lays, we do not offend againftmanonely, bur GOD; whoſe 
Providence it was that brought us-umlet theſe Laws, and whoſe word 
requires us ( fo tar as they are-juft and' righteous) to keep them. And 
hence it comes to paſs, that owe ſubmitting ta Laws in the paririve et- 
frets or ifſueg of them; earmet make us innocent or-ſer- us right again 
i all refpe&s. Indecd the Fonalties we inqure; may-diſcharge us as to 
men, and place: us out of -7heir reach, that they ſhall be' able ro lay no 
more hold upon-us ; but {lil till unfeigned Repentance comes and wipes 
* off; our guilt will remain in the fight of GOD! And therefore ſuffer- 
mg by penal Eaws, whit leaves freſh and uncanceÞd guilt behind jr : 
ea by no' means be equal to hearry-Obedrence, which keeps all guile 
fwom catring upon-us. - Let none therefore be: ruled, let none be iflu- 


enced . 
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enced by ſo-vain-a thought, as if the ſufferings we fpeak of, could 
ablolve us from the tranſgreffions for which we ſuffer. 'Tis not onely 4 
vain bur an evil thought, chat. Ic will be ſo far from acquitting us, that 
Txyill. onely . bezray: us iato 'more.intanglements; while by prompting 
and animating usvnyte-Diſobediencey  in-our.Purſes pr our. Bodies jr 
Will make us pay dear for the ſins of our Souls; which when we haye 
done, {hall yer be fer down,. and ſtand-in a black account againſt us, 
ti.l rrue Repentance does wipe them ouw::and aboliſh them. 

But though none {/jsor any other thallow or deceitful pretence, 
may refuſe t2 ;obey the King's Laws,or Commands, I, mean-1o long az 
they are good and allowable : -yct here a material Queſtion may be pur. 
Suppoſe impious Laws ſhould be made and impos'd,. and unrighteous 
commands ſhould be laid upon us;- what muſt we do then? Muſt we 
go on-to obey {tjllz; By no,means: ,For to ſuch. Laws and Commands, 
there,is no 'Qbedience due; that. is,.no. ative Obcdience. Yet in this 
caſe \( mind' whar I ſay; and while- ye live remember ic) there is not 
the leaſt reſiflance- to- be-made. upon-any terms. No, when we 
YyG, advanccd as tar in humble compliance, as with Innocence we can: 

| "then unleſs we can ;quierly-withdraw. we, muſt ſuffer con. 
1 Ep.2; 19. tentedly,,if that be our Lor.:. And this $t., Peter, calls en- 

| .. during griefs, Au ouveryov Ges, for conſcience toward; 
GOD. Which .however it be a'luffering, a&/zas, wrongfully, or unyuſtly 
(as he fays,) yet there is very great reaſon for it, and encouragement to 
it- . Foralmuch as in this fort of Patience we ſhall but tread in the ſteps 
of CHRIST, following wanyexpuagy: the example which he. left wu : and 
moreoyer do a thing that willbe 9ag4 (as the Context aſſures us ) both 
acceptable to GOD, and rewardabie by Him, and this, amqgng Men, is 
known by the Name of Paſſive Obedience. | 

Some would bear us #n-hand that' there can be no ſuch-thing as Paf 

froe Obedience; T hey are offended-that is, and quarrel with the Phraſe, 
accuſing it of plain contradiction ( 7 terminis). And truly perhaps it 
will not be over eaſie to giye.clear farisfattion to the captious con- 
ccrning it. For how can one' obey, and: yet at the,ſame time /«ffer as 
diſobedient > which the word Paſſive 0b:-diexe, ſeems; to import.. - But 
however we need not be fo. critical here, as to; engape in a, nice and 


needleſs Logomacy,' or ſtrife about the word, Admit there be _ 
ci 
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elm and Incongruity in it, and that the Expreſſion be ſomewhat ſorc'd 

and chatechreſtical. Yet ſure it may paſsas well as other vulgar Schemes 
of ſpeech, which if takenin.a Literal or Grammatical.ſtritneſs, would. 
o be of every whit as uncanth a ſignificancy, Yea, I nothing doubt bur: 


b we ſpeak as intelligibly and as good -propriety, when we ſay, 'Paſſive 

p yn as the beſt of the Orators do in many of their ——_ which 

$, becauſe they are figurative are accounted Elegant, Though this is no 
time, nor place, to make full demonſtration of ſo low an Aſſertion.. 

"7 But a litcle to expedite it from cloudineſs and ambiguity. 1 .will 


5 lay down this ſhort, and rude, and hearty Deſcription. of Paſſive Obe- 
\* dience. | | | 

us It is a voluntary 02 choſen fulkerance of Severities, either 
rc | from the Law, oz Supzeme Bagiſtrate, foz -our-non-compli- 
s, ® ance with crooked 02 unwarrantable Jnjunitions. © ©: 


A WE. is a ſufferance of Severity. Ocherwiſe why, or how Paſ 
of ve? 

ye A voluntary 02 choſen ſufferance. Thar is, as Miſery is cho» 
n: ſen before Sin: or as of two Evils, we wi#/ and chuſe the leaſt. -: 


n- Either from the Law, oz the Supzeme-Bagiftrate: - | And- fo ir 
ex-W is Obedience. For therefore it is called by that denomination, becauſe 
dh it is a kind of Obedience in one ſenſe, Namely, an-obeying the Magi: 
ily ſtrate, in the effets- of his- Wrath; or the Law, in its penal force oz 
to Rigor : For:thar the oxe could. not be: obeyed according to- his wil, 
ps nor the other according to its Precept or Letter, But unleſs the Law; 
nd ® or chief Magiſtrate, or both of them at. once; do-dire&t and impoſe the 
Mth punitive Severities; . we have no reaſon to bear: them, becauſe they 
is procecd from an incompetent Power. And fo- indeed the nature of 
our ſufferings would be quite changed For though under the ſence of 
af- & them we could not but be paſſive ; yet our ſubmitting to them, could 
iſe, | not be reckoned Paſſive Obedience. For that does imply thar the Ins 
; il flictions-ſtill come:from-an hand above us ;. from-an hand that has So- 
on- yereign Dominion over us. 
| - F02 our Non-compliance-with- crooked: and unwarrantable 
ur injunitions. For did we comply, we need not ſuffer. And were not 
e InjunCtions and Ordinances -upon us ( by reaſon of ſome curvity cr 
other. in.them,) evil or A need. not boggle.at them or. refuſe. 
. them;- 


[6] 
Them, nor indeed odght we ;-Apetially when our recafancy will expoſe 
us to rhifery, And' for theſe Reaſons the ſufferings of Malefadtors.can- 
not-be repured Paſfoe Obedients; Becauſe they. ace imuoluetary.and fall 
not uponithem for Now-:conpliance with .cv4 Laws, bur the'viatariou of 
good ones,” . Wirich ſtares thedifference between Paffroe Obedience, and 

ſuffering for Difobedionce eaking/it molt maniteſt, For in the One, we 
| _ are Innocent;'/in the Ocher Guilty. In :che One, we ſmart for rhe. pre- 
vention of Sin: a he Orhiee, for-rhe perpercation of it,-' And fo'in the 
Dae, we are culjublc and puniſhed as Delinquents ; inthe Other , (cala- 
mirous and pityable us Martyrs. - 

Now it naughty Laws do urge and pinch us, and offer to drive us 
epon unlawful chings: | this alond. & the Qbedience which we muſt, pra. 
Ctiſe wader: thers;/ 0r ih. referehce tothenii: And: the ſame Paſive. 0be. 
dience we muſt exexciſe} or yield. to the Stpreme Power, in” calc ( that 
without or againſt the Laws) it ſhvbld £ye be: harſh ot ſevere againſt 
us. In ſuch circumſtances there's no reſiſting, unlefs with thoſe known 
weapons of the Church ; Holy iPrayers dnd 7ears. Newer ſay this is 
hard and heavy; inever 4 a eo that fleſh and bloud cannot endure it. 
It we' be'true Chriſtians aid yl Sabjefts, We have Grace and Spirit 
in us t0 inable:us. And wpon thoſe Principles, we ſhall as naturally 
run this way at our LORD's Command ; as others do, or can go the 
contrary. For then we ſhall be throughly ſenſible that this is our Duty, 
our neceſfry and:indiſpenfable Duty, whatever fome:Pens, incom. 
petent grounds, and by trivial Arguments endeayour to ade. For 
if our lawful Sovereign-come againſt us himſelf, or others authoriz'd by 
his Royal Commiſſion, fet upon us with violence ; -there's no encoun- 
tring them, or making head againſt them. If fo be we can fly from chem 

we may ; bur in cafe we cannot, or will not do that, we have no other 
remedy but Chriſtian Patience ; which we are duly ro exerciſe, mm quiet 
Submiſſion to their unkind attempts, and a ſweert roleration of their ri- 
gideſt inflictions. - For we are Subjetts to an hereditary Imperial Crown. 
And if the rightful King who at any time wears'it, ſhould Krein the 
Government, and by yehement luxations looſen'our Laws, anduigoynt | 
our well-knit and compaGted Order ; and then ( during this jun(ture) 
ſhould lay moſt heavy burdens upon us: we mult ftand under them 
couragiouſly ( unlefs we can innocently decline them) cill Providence 

is 


[ST 
is pleas'd-tq- alleyiaze or remove ther ;. tbough they be ſo ponderous as 
k to- cradh-us to Neath» We: rauſt not then fly i the face of his Aurtho- 
p ricY»;or meet. his Power with. armed oppoſition. We muſt not riſe up 
againſt; the; hand har. firikes us;- much leſs go about ro retwrs its 
| blows, and; [offer to repel. ics force witty fury.” We muſt riot 'dare''t6 
, bandy or combine againſt our Prince (be he who or what he will ) nor 
chaſe away the grievances brought upon us ( though never ſo irkſome ) 
p- by acts of. hoſtility. But ( as I faid before:) we muſt flee for ſhelter, 
. where we can beſt find it; and if none: can_be had, be content withour 
it. Yea, if, the fatal iroke. itſelf ſhould: approach, we. may npt' draw 
eur Swords to ward it oft;, but meek ly expett it till it falls upon us, and 
then bear it with equanimity and holy reſolution; as believiny ir is time 
for us then to dig, when we can live no longer unlefs we rebel. 

But is not this Doctrine, or would not the praGtice of ir, be point 
blavk-againſt.ghe Law of Natwe2 By no means.” '{1 this: cafe we: are 
ſo far from deviating from that Law, or going againſt it; that we a& 
in a ſmooth compliance with it, and in 2 dire& and proper Obedi- 
ence to it. For. by the Law of Nature, we: not onely : way , | bux 
ſometinaes muſt chuſe to: ſuffer:a {ef evib ropreſerve usfrom a. greater , 
eſpecially whea 'tis the be/} and oxely meansJefr/us, xo EffeR that Pre: 
foryarion; Now! divine Revelatiom-having well affured'us, that there is 
another lite to-ſuecoed this, tofinitety better than .rhis is; and that he 
whoſaverh_his-preſent life: upon Gnful terms, thall loſe the furure hap- 
yicr ent-aboye: we-may without any breacty:of the Law of Nature, 
yea with xeahand landdble cortfarmiry'te ic, -parr with zhrs Life, rather 
than keep. it by Sin, and forfeit|thar. Juft'as a Man may cur off his 
finger-ro dave: bis'Arm, or cut off: his Arm to fave his Body : ſo we may 
lay down-this: temporal, to prevent the: laſs of Erernal Life. And yer 4lt 
the while;(a$ing4s Chriſtians;: upon rheifure Prinoiples'sf rovealodlReti: 
gion )-weſhall do-nothing repugnantaothe Lawok Nitytreymothiing' bur 
What; is'conſifient With it, and 3ndeed emjoyned and requited'by-ir. 
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. To-ſuffer Death; 2 contrls, is grievous:and againſt Mans nature; bur 
at then to ſuffer Damnation, is mare intolerable and contranatural ftifl; 
) Yer we know hove the caſe-is/frared ifrem:bicaven's < Fhat' if we' 7a 
m the-lawfulſP over (vpon-anyaccount Y thought faveour Life, we fall 
ce 


 Kceeive Damnation. It tharctoze we be 'ireduento-this miſerable Frair, 
wo; E 2 ' that 


—_ 
wo 


[28] 
that we muſt Either die, or elſe ſaye our life by a ſinful reſiſtarice, which 
will infallibly expoſe us to endleſs Damnation ; we muſt ſubmit toDeath, 
that we may keep our ſelves clear from thar damnable 'guilt. And 66 
far ſhall, we be from offering :violence'to the Law of Nature by ourdoin 
thus; that there is no other way/to fulfil rhat Law, 'in the ſuppoſed 
Circumſtances, but by this procedure. Which however ſneaking and 
pufillanimous it may ſeem with Men ( who often view things by halves, 
and on the wrong ſide) will yet be brave and generous in the Eyes of 
Angels; gallantand Heroic'in the fight of:GOD.-' And'though it may 
'a little prgudice:the Body, and 'haſten:the-diminution of our preſent 
Being, by-a- ſhort: anticipation of 'our ' inevitable change; it will be 
greatly beneficial to the Soul immediately, and perfetive (in conjun- 
tion with other Virtues) of our whole Nature, at laſt, 

The +15- Tiwr'tor the Precepr in. the Text. Wo Mo 9943-20 

A very thort:glance upon ithe Prohibition, ſhall 'conelude my Dil. 
courſe, Meddle .not: with them that are given to change. Whatever it 
is that they would alter, in way of 7reafon or Rebellion, meddle not 
with them; not; with any of them ; in any manner,- or in any mea- 

- 9,5 ir: fare: © Be: not of their number; come not in their 
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- oe '5 conſulrs.; . do:nor' aber: them, do:nor encourage them ; 
'- do not countenance them; do not conceal them. They are 

wicked perſons :. they ncither fear GOD nor the KING 
t Readthe 3d, (as the Text.intimates, ) their Sin is F great; and their 
oh ts -pyniſhment; ſhall be grievous. [They are'io” other but 
wilful Rebellion; eldeſt Sons of, Lacifer, 'and'fo adouble i-portion :of thieir 
: Fathers plagues they ſhall inherit. Some'rhat ate faſt a: 
ſleep in Sin, may'dream ſuch wretches ſhall eſcape with impunity : but 
any ;Delinquents ſhall ſooner be:conniv'd at and ſpar'd than zheſe, Tray- 
rorsifly,;high, ang therefore their fall muſt ' needs -be heavy. They 
would -\iveſ, the trame of Order; bur blow-it 'quite up and 
break it alk-xo-pieces.-;. They deſign nor my to- ſhatter the 'boughs, 
and to beat down the fruits; but to lop off the arms, and dig' up the 
ropts of the-Tree.of Gayernment. In: one word,” they ſtrike at the 
[hrones and-Liyes'of Printes,-and fo they aſſault the Majeſty of GOD: 
fa Angcan we think-that-Heaverwill-pur up this? No, no 2 Juſtice will 
purſue them, and- Vengeance wilt overtake them, and pour _ n 
«71 enaltics 
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Penalties on their prodigious Crimes, and ſhall be every way anſwerable 


totheir rank Malignity, 

Remember Morah; he was a Peer or potent Man in 1ſ-ae/ ( Couſin- 
german to Moſes and Aaron) but was or would have been one of the 
2M or Rebel chargers in my Text: and what became of him? 
Why, the Earth clave in ſunder and ſwallowed him up alive; and he 
was never ſeen above ground ſince. 

Or if a Goſpel-example will be more afte&ing, caſt your Eyes upon 
Judas, He was the beſt Traitor for us, that ever lived. His crue! fa&t 
was kindneſs to Men, and his perfidiouſneſs turn'd to univerſal Benefit. 
But what was the reward of his officious Treachery* Why, He was 
made to puniſh the Treaſon he committed ; and as if no hands elſe had 
been bad cnough for the work, was given up to become his own Exe- 
cutioner. 

- Bur put caſe, the evil Men 1 ſpeak of, ſhould be ſo good natur'd as 
to ſpare their own lives. And fay the patient ground ſhould be able to 
bear them, and they ſhould not ſink down into the hideous mouth of rhe 
yawning Earth. Yet may notthe Ax or the Halter meer them? Or it 
they. can get,out of the reach of the Law; muſt they nor die ſoon, and 
be plung'd.iato-the-Abyls of eternal puniſhment? That's ten thouſand 
times more than all we can fay or think beſides. Yet ſo it is\recorded 
touching one of thoſe unhappy Creatures now mention'd, 
that when he died, he went «& my Gay my iov, to bis Ads 1.25. 
own place. And where ſhould the :Son, of perdition have 
property, unleſs in Hell> And of the other we have account, that 
when he took his leave of this preſent World, and drop'd a living 
morſel into the frightful jaws of the gaping ground; he 
went down vivus 1n infernum, quick into Hell, A lad Numb.16.33. 
Story to be told of any: but nothing more true of all 
Rebellious impenitent Changers. ; 

And yet I have one higher Inſtance ſtill, of the formidable portion 
of ſuch lewdly infolent and preſumptuous Offenders. Angels them- 
ſelves were undone by the. Evil we now treat of, and that wholly 
and finally without Recovery: They tumbled into Hell, and that even 
out of Heaven it ſelf, by being giv'n to change. Thoſe Morning Stars, 
which once ſliin'd aboyc in happieſt ſplendors, being incruſted with w- 
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worſt of ſinfol Macnlzes, that of praud aſpiring Treaſanz were infta; 
abſorpt : and having loſt their priſtin ſtrength and kuſtve,” ave! naw} 
come, in, St. Jude's phraſe, acipes* Aaving Plavers, 'or wandring fi 
Which like a company of loſt and forl6tn things, :deſolately trove '- 
ftraggle up and down, in theſe wild and black interiour Regions,'.nev 
more to fix their woful Errantry. Nor do they onely haunt more { 
litary ſpaces, and like poor forſaken d&je&ed Beings, wander 'throug 
the wide and melancholy Deſerts of "this ſublunary World ; - why 
perhaps no other Creatures ever come { all which ranging Liberry « 

theirs, is worſt Confinement : ) biit moreover are rack with-inceſſa 
fears, and torn With anguiſh of incurable Deſpair; and exctuciared wir! 
_—_ pangs and uncalneſſes; in all their ſabrerraneous or aercal rams 
n , ; . { p , . N Big 
a This, and mych more, is Hgniicd ro the Church; wh 


k Ep.2. 4.  S. Peter yives noticethat GOD ſpared not the Angels, 
caſt them down to Hell; for rebe/ing, that is, againft} 
their SOVEREIGN. © © * IT HE 
Fhus it is evident, That neither Jew, nor Chriſtian; nor' the Argelri 


Heaven, could avoid thiat Venegeance'whith'is Uife'rs Treaſon. ''>Fr # 
the ſeverity of its Puniſhment, let us 1earn'the picktneſs arididanper 0 
the Sin: and-ſo not meddle with them that (if way 6f Selition ) op 
g#ven to change. - And that we may, not, kt''n5 Fear the Fing? "4nd ii 
order to that, letus Fear th&© LORD. © Towhom be all Fear, -and Ec ) 
and Honour, World without End: "Amen. oo - þ 


